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The Nebraska Indian Community 
College was founded in 1973 
as the American Indian Satellite 
Community College under a grant 
from the Fund for the Improvement 
of Post-Secondary Education. The 
grant was administered through 
Northeast Technical Community 
College in Norfolk, Nebraska, to 
provide post-secondary education 
on the Omaha, Santee Dakota, and 
the Winnebago reservations. 
The American Indian Satellite 
Community College established 
classrooms and administrative 
offices in communities on each 
reservation, with the central office 
located in Winnebago. In 1979, 
the schools of the American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium, 
of which the Nebraska Indian 
Community College is a member, 
succeeded in persuading Congress 
to pass and fund Public Law 
95- 471, the Tribally Controlled 
Community College Act. Nebraska 
Indian Community College and 
other tribally controlled community 
colleges thus became eligible for 
direct funding from the federal 
government. With this newly 
available financial resource, the 
institution established itself as a 
fully independent two-year college. 
NICC was granted a charter by 
the governments of each of the 
Nebraska Indian tribes. 
In serving its clientele, Nebraska 
Indian Community College has had 
a substantial impact by making a 
variety of cultural, educational, and 

social resources available in isolated 
and economically underdeveloped 
areas. The college libraries at each 
campus are developing collections 
of resources important to the history 
and culture of each tribe, and the 
nation. 
In June of 1981, the North Central 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools (NCA) approved the 
college for initial accreditation 
at the associate degree granting 
level. The institution was granted 
a charter by each of the three 
Nebraska Indian Tribes. A Board 
of Trustees comprised of three 
members from each tribe was 
appointed by the individual Tribal 
Councils to govern the college. 
To reflect its independent status, 
the Board renamed the institution 
the Nebraska Indian Community 
College. In 1986, initial accreditation 
was granted. In 1994, NICC was 
designated by federal legislation 
as a land grant institution. The NCA 
dissolved in 2014, and accreditation 
then transferred under the Higher 
Learning Commission (HLC) under 
which accreditation remains. 
Today, NICC serves the Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska, at the Macy Campus, 
and the Santee Dakota Nation, at 
the Santee Campus, and maintains 
a campus site in downtown South 
Sioux City, Nebraska. In 2020, NICC 
also began collaborating with 
Pawnee Nation College in Pawnee, 
Oklahoma while they work towards 
their own accreditation. 

HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE 



 
 
The Nebraska Indian Community College is pleased to share this 
2020-2021 State of the College with you. 

We are proud to be a Tribal College. We are proud to serve the 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska and the Santee Sioux Nation.  

In 2020-2021, we have still been adapting to the global pandemic 
but are also moving forward.  We have been cautiously opening up 
our facilities and bringing more on location in the safest 
possible manner.  We continue to outfit the Tribal Broadband 
Wireless project which provides no cost internet access to K-14 
students within the boundaries of the Santee and Omaha 
Reservations.  We have also been approved to offer in person 
coursework to those in Pawnee, OK and via distance education 
without borders. 

Thanks to the remarkable dedication of our partners, the college 
will continue to offer high quality coursework, certificate and 
degree programs in safe and healthy learning and working 
environments. The college is proud of our graduates, their 
successes, and our Umonhon and Dakota communities. 

By taking good care of the programs and funds given to us, we 
can ensure that as much of it as possible goes towards our 
mission, and ultimately toward fulfilling our shared vision of a 
world in which everyone has the chance to lead a healthy, 
productive and culturally rich life. 

I extend my deepest thanks to all of those who have helped grow 
NICC into the institution of higher learning that we have today.  
Thank you for your time. 

Wibthahon – Pidamayaye Do – Thank you, 
 
 
 
Michael Oltrogge, Ph.D. 
President 
Nebraska Indian Community College 
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MISSION
The Nebraska Indian Community 
College provides quality higher 
education and lifelong educational 
opportunities for Umonhon (Omaha), 
Isanti (Santee Dakota) and all 
learners.
CORE BELIEFS AND VALUES
The College is committed to the 
following Core Beliefs:
We believe in empowering our 
students with tools for Tribal Nation 
building, so that our communities 
can achieve a higher level of 
sovereignty and self-determination.
We believe in the cultural 
preservation, continuity, and 
revitalization consistent with the 
Umonhon (Omaha) and Isanti 

(Santee Dakota) peoples’ needs, 
including languages and Tribal 
knowledge.
We believe that learning is a 
life-long process, and the learner-
centered atmosphere is of the 
utmost importance.
We believe in a safe and healthy 
working and learning environment 
that promotes free expression 
and the exchange of ideas, so 
learners will be challenged to think 
holistically, and be able to live 
responsibly and productively in a 
Tribal and global society.
In addition, the College is 
committed to the following
CORE VALUES:





American Indian Higher Education 
Consortium (AIHEC)’s conference is 
typically held each year in Washington 
D.C. Student meet with their state 
senators and district representatives to 
share their experiences and perspectives. 
This yearly event is always a highlight for 
NICC’s Student Representative, as well as 
NICC President, Dr. Michael Oltrogge.
This year, AIHEC’s in-person conference 
was cancelled. AIHEC used this as an 
opportunity for tribal college students 
to highlight their voices by submitting 
video testimonials to be sent to senators, 
representatives, and also featured on 
AIHEC’s website.
NICC was very fortunate to be able to 
feature not just one, but two student 
testimonials from Adrianna Duarte (Isanti/
Umonhon), Santee Campus General 
Science Studies major and Christa 
Carrillo (Umonhon), Macy Campus 
General Liberal Arts major. Maunka 
Morgan, NICC’s Native American Studies 
andBusiness Department Division Head 
served as the interviewer and facilitator.
Both Duarte and Carrillo had important 
messages to share with their senators 
and representatives.
Duarte shared about the importance 
of honoring mother earth on a larger 
level. She also expressed that there is 
much that policy-makers could learn 
about sustainability, preservation, and 
other ecological factors from indigenous 
knowledge. She says, “It’s important to 

give indigenous students and indigenous 
people a platform to spread the 
traditional knowledge... of the culture, 
of the land. I think it’s important if we 
are heard.” Duarte also spoke about the 
importance of tribal colleges and the 
impact NICC has had on her. She says, 
“The culture is implemented into the 
curriculum. This institution has brought 
out the beautiful things that are a part 
of me... This institution is for me, and I’m 
learning for my community.”
Carrillo also shared about how her 
experience at NICC helped her succeed. 
Carrillo walked at May’s 2021 Graduation 
Ceremony and has plans to continue 
in the Human Service workforce. She 
shares, “It’s close. It’s affordable. It’s 
in my area... I love it.“ Carrillo “NICC 
helped me so much in this pandemic... 
They went above and beyond.” Carrillo 
shares that her determination continues 
beyond the NICC classroom. She says, 
“I’m determined to continue on working 
for my tribe, helping as many kids as 
possible... “
Duarte and Carrillo’s final words to the 
senators and representatives echoed 
similar themes. Carrillo summed it up, 
saying, “We are still here as people. We 
are still expanding, thriving, uplifting... 
I ask that they listen to us as people... 
We’re here. We are going to continue to 
be here... I hope that they are beside us 
supporting us.”

KINSHIP
Umonhon - ay thay Dakota - wótakuye

Duarte, Carillo, and Morgan Send Message to
Nebraska Representatives and Senators



BROADBAND COMES TO SANTEE AND MACY AREAS

Nebraska Indian Community 
College (NICC) has been 
equipping students with the 
tools they need to succeed. In 
Spring of 2020, NICC transitioned 
in-person courses to an online 
format mid-semester, and courses 
have continued remotely nearly 
a year later. With assistance from 
the Cares Act funding, NICC has 
been able to enhance technology, 
internet access, and build students’ 
skills.
During Spring 2021, degree-
seeking students received 1-on-1 
laptop technology at no cost to 
the student, an improvement from 
loaner laptops issued in 2020. 
Loaner laptops are also available 
for GED, enrichment, and other 
non-degree-seeking students. In 
addition, NICC also saw the growth 
in rural internet access. By working 
with the Santee-Sioux Nation 
and Umonhon Nation on tribal 
broadband installations, NICC has 
been able to provide students 
unprecedented access to remote 
learning opportunities. Many full-
time, part-time, enrichment, and 
dual credit students are also able 
to receive free internet service 
within a seven miles radius of 
Santee, Macy, Walthill, Rosalie, and 
Pender Nebraska.
NICC’s remote learning has 
allowed students the opportunity 
to focus on their health and safety 
without compromising their 
educational goals.



 

The Student Representative 
Program at NICC was developed 
in spring 2021.  This program is an 
opportunity for students to provide 
assistance to fellow students and 
staff through an internship program. 
Representatives grow in Native 
culture through participation 
in learning activities designed 
to provide them with a better 
understanding of the individuals 
they will be assisting. They also 
develop a better understanding 
of the various platforms used 
by NICC through education and 
demonstration activities, which 
allows them to answer student 
questions, as needed. Participation 

in the internship also provides them 
with invaluable work experience. 
They learn professionalism, 
customer service skills, and office 
duties as they provide assistance 
in the Student Services areas. They 
also represent the student body at 
NICC meetings and events.
As the Student Representative 
Internship program grows, we will 
be focusing more on increasing 
student engagement with the 
College. The Representatives will 
be developing student surveys, 
setting “office hours” when they can 
be reached by students and staff 
and will develop a strong presence 
within the NICC community. 

STUDENT-CENTERED 

Chastity Warrior working at NICC’s Santee Campus radio station KZYK.

Elizabeth Dallas giving a campus tour at Pawnee Nation College.

UMON HON - ONWON GHE SEE THAY NON DAKOTA - WÓ’UNSPE KHUWAPI



HONOR OUR RELATIVES

In honor of Native American Heritage Month, NICC students answered 
the question of what ‘Honoring Our Relatives’ meant to them.

Each campus winner’s entries are pictured below. Winners from each 
campus include: Gabriela Medina (South Sioux City), Mykal Grant (Macy), 
Jamie Good Bird (Santee), and Rachel Reyes (Pawnee Nation College).

Mykal Grants original poem Modern Day Warrior

Rachel Reyes pays tribute by sharing a 
quote & artwork.

Gabriela shares artwork
by R. Medina

Jamie Good Bird shares her original textiles 
and beadwork of her daughters regalia



 Nebraska Indian Community College (NICC) has grown every year, 
increasing the unduplicated headcount.  The data here is defined in two 
ways - all students (degree seeking, continuing education, and dual credit 
students) and degree seeking (students seeking an Associate or Certificate).  
The N value for 2020-21 award year is 426.
NICC wants to paint a picture with our data - sharing with our stakeholders 
who the students of NICC are and how they overcome to succeed in 
college.
Most NICC students are female with children.  The reason why the number 
of students attending part time is significantly high is because our students 
maintain jobs and family while attending college.

STUDENT DATA



HONOR

Graduation tradition at NICC involves 
all the essentials. Guest speakers, 
special family, ceremony for the 
graduates.  NICC hosted an outdoor 
graduation this year to make it 
safer for families to gather during 
Covid-19.  The stage was set, the 
gowns pressed, and feathers and 
beads to express the richness of the 
culture of our communities.
Gwen Vargus Porter, Umonhon 
Tribal Council member and 
Valedictorian Selena Parker gave 
the commencement speeches. NICC 
is proud to call Ms. Vargas Porter 
an alumni and leader in the Macy 
Campus community.

UMON HON  - ON XTE    DAKOTA - WAYYU’ ONIHAN



NICC was proud to honor 2021’s Faculty 
of the Year at the 2021 Commencement 
Ceremony: The award, based on 
student vote, resulted in a tie this year, 
and both Wynema Morris (pictured far 
left) and the late, Joseph (Joe) Harlan 
(pictured middle) were honored at 2021’s 
Graduation Commencement.

Wynema, adjunct faculty in the Native 
American Studies Department, who 
also serves on NICC’s BOD, was the first 
to speak. In her speech, she expressed 
gratitude and thanks to share this award 
with her friend and colleague, Joe, 
who passed away in January of 2021. 
Wynema shared her congratulations 
to the students and the importance of 
their achievement. Wynema also spoke 
of Joe and their experiences 
teaching together and 
learning from one another, 
sharing the Umonhon 
language and history. 
Wynema concluded her 
speech with the words, “We 
are still here” as well as her 
thanks for sharing this honor 
with her relative Joe.

Faculty of the Year, Joe Harlan 
taught Umonhon Language, 

as well as served as NICC’s Umonhon 
Cultural Advisor. Dr. Kristine Sudbeck 
shared about his encouragement as 
an instructor and his kindness before 
inviting Joe’s daughter, Sariah (pictured 
far right), to speak and accept the award 
on his behalf. She shared teachings from 
her father including his words, “Education 
is how you are going to help your 
people.” Sariah shared about his love of 
learning, desire to always do his best, and 
also the importance for all to not take our 
blessings for granted. Sariah concluded 
by sharing a prayer that her father spoke 
often in Umonhon. Sariah and her family 
accepted an NICC star quilt on Joe’s 
behalf, and hugs were shared for her 
good words.

WYNEMA MORRIS & JOE HARLAN:
NICC’S 2021 FACULTY OF THE YEAR



 Nebraska Indian Community College has recognized over the 
past many years that there is a shortage of traditional and healthy 
foods in the communities that the college serves.  2016 Community 
Assessment and 2021 assessment both indicated that a portion 
of the communities served by NICC believe that healthy food is a 
top priority, and while these reports do not show it as a dominant 
need, many in the community understand the effect of its absence 
in the health conditions related to diabetes specifically.  NICC has 
been capitalizing on the USDA grants to realize fully functioning 
aquaponics/greenhouses for food production as well as linking 
these facilities to spaces of NICC so that they can become outdoor 
classrooms with sidewalks and parking areas.

NEW FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS

Construction of solar panel racks at Macy Campus in progress.

Macy Campus students and 
contractors working on the 

installation of the solar panels
May 2021

Completed panels at Macy Campus.



NICC is also utilizing USDA funding to increase infrastructure 
with solar capability that does not 100% supply the electricity 
to our buildings but makes a significant impact in the amount of 
energy purchased to sustain the campuses.  NICC also used Title 
III funding to develop a new language room at the Macy campus 
that has offices for the instructors.

NEW FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS

Santee campus aquaponics/green house April 2021

From the sky - completed connection between science lab and Santee’s 
new aquaponics/green house facility.

New Language learning space at Macy Campus - getting settled into
the new classroom.



HIGHER LEARNING COMMISSION 

 Nebraska Indian Community 
College’s accrediting body is the 
Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC). “HLC is an institutional 
accreditor recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education and 
the Council for Higher Education 
Accreditation to accredit degree-
granting colleges and universities. 
Institutional accreditation validates 
the quality of an institution’s 
academic programs at all degree 
levels, whether delivered on-site, 
online or otherwise. Institutional 
accreditation also examines the 
quality of the institution beyond its 
academic offerings and evaluates 
the institution as a whole, including 
the soundness of its governance 
and administration, adherence to 
mission, the sustainability 
of its finances, and 
the sufficiency of its 
resources. HLC maintains 
an active relationship 
with its member 
institutions, with frequent 
communication and 
regular reviews to ensure 
quality higher education” 
(HLC, 2021).
As you will read below, 
NICC has been quite 
active with our accrediting 
body during the 2021 
year!
NICC is on the standard 
10-year pathway, and on 
April 13th and 14th we 
hosted a team of peer 
reviewers for our mid-
cycle review. We received 

word that we successfully passed 
this review, and our accreditation 
has been reaffirmed. Our next 
comprehensive evaluation will be in 
the 2026-27 academic year.
NICC also submitted several 
substantive change requests this 
year. In May, HLC approved NICC’s 
request to offer 7 degree programs 
(all except carpentry) through 
distance education. This expands 
the modalities in which courses are 
able to be offered (e.g., fully online 
using Canvas, virtual meetings on 
Teams, blended with a combination 
of the aforementioned modalities). 
We are excited to be able to reach 
the needs of all students, wherever 
and however they are joining their 
classes.



In August, HLC reviewed NICC’s 
proposal to launch our first bachelor’s 
degree. The proposed B.A. in 
Business Administration and Tribal 
Nation Building would be combining 
two tracks of pre-existing associates 
degrees (A.A. Business with Business 
Administration emphasis and A.A. in 
Native American Studies with Tribal 
Contemporary Leadership emphasis) 
into a baccalaureate degree. The HLC 
peer reviewers provided constructive 
feedback on how our proposal 
might be improved for a successful 
launch, so we are continuing to make 
revisions before we resubmit for 
approval in 2022.

Through NICC’s collaboration with 
Pawnee Nation College as they 
continue working towards their 
own accreditation, NICC officially 
requested the Pawnee, OK be 
considered an “additional location”. 
In October, HLC reviewed and 
approved our request to officially 
add Pawnee Nation College as an 
additional location.
With our reaffirmed accreditation 
and recent added approvals, NICC is 
excited about the progress we have 
made thus far and look forward to our 
future aspirations with our accrediting 
body!

HIGHER LEARNING COMMISSION 



PAWNEE NATION COLLEGE GARDEN PROJECT
By Elizabeth Dallas (pictured), Spring 2021 Pawnee Nation College’s NICC Student Representative

Pawnee Nation College (PNC) is an 
extension of NICC. At PNC, there is a 
garden that has been at the campus 
for two years. This year is going to be 
the third year. The garden 
started in the 
year of 2017 by 
Dr. Patricia Rayas 
from Oklahoma 
State University 
(OSU) in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma to do 
and give a probable 
opportunity for 
a program of/
called agriculture 
at Pawnee Nation 
College (PNC). 
Dr. Patricia Rayas 
approached this 
opportunity to Ms. 
Kim Murie and Mr. 
Dennis Haga to 
start a garden. The 
intention for Pani-O garden was initiated 
or started. The definition for Pani-O, the 
word Pani is the Indian word for Pawnee. 
The word Pani-O is short for Pawnee 
Agriculture Nutrition Initiative- Outreach 
or in other words OSU. Where the garden 
would be planted, is the same place 
where the Pawnee Indian reservation and 
the old Pawnee Indian boarding school 
took place. The capability at the time 
included Kim Murie as cultural, Dennis 
Haga as science, and another person 
named Montse Leon who was an intern 
from Mexico and OSU (Ms. Montse came 
to work at the school that first year). The 
starting point of doing the garden was 
rough. The size of the garden was 50 X 
100-foot. It was planted with a gas-tiller. 
Seeds were planted with a wooden stick 
that was given among Deb Echohawk 
Pawnee Seed Preservation Project (PSPP). 
Dennis Haga chose a certain special kind 
of shape to herbage in the garden. The 
name of the shape is called the Pawnee 
Star. What the Pawnee believed in, was 
the Morning and Evening Star. The first of 

the garden consisted of growing beans, 
squash, corn, cucumbers, watermelons, 
cantaloupes, and okra. There they also 

grew extensive and 
enormous amounts of 
sunflowers to keep the 
deer away from the 
garden. Like the corn, 
some of the seeds that 
they used were from 
the Pawnee bundles. 
For this, the garden 
was a project set for 
the school and the 
community to rally 
on together and 

a great teaching tool to develop 
for the students of PNC to learn 
agriculture.
Like the first year, the second year is 
just the same. Accept they had gained 
more progress by gaining more 
students/helpers or VISTA volunteers 
per say. They did not have enough 

VISTA volunteers and students in the 
first year.By doing this, the VISTAS and 
students took turns on selling produce 
to the local Farmers Market and also by 
donating fruits and vegetables.
In the month of May in the year of 
2020, Dennis Haga passed away from 
pancreatic cancer. The beloved teacher 
of PNC started his career in 1979.He, 
Dennis Haga, had a Master of Science 
degree. Mr. Haga started teaching at 
Chelsea Schools for a length of time. 
From there he taught at Tulsa Community 
College and then went to Pawnee Nation 
College. He taught a total of forty years. 
There in the garden stands a memorial 
bench that is dedicated to Mr. Haga in 
memory of him. When anyone passes 
the garden, that person will remember 
Mr. Haga was a great teacher and all the 
tremendous work he gave and what he 
put into for the community and PNC. So 
in all, the garden is a great project and 
a wonderful way for students to use, 
experience, and an excellent way to learn 
something about agriculture.



How did you first begin taking 
classes with NICC?
Madison Ross (MR): 
The summer 
before my junior 
year, I started 
researching dual 
credit courses. 
NICC became a 
top priority with 
the close proximity 
and wonderful 
resources that they 
provide to students. 
I reached out to the 
admissions and with 
the excellent staff and support, I 
knew NICC was a great fit for me.
What made you want to continue 
earning your degree at NICC?
MR: As I started taking classes at 
NICC, my advisor Dawne Price 
helped guide me to see the 
importance of achieving a two-
year degree. As a high school 
student taking dual credits, it 
was challenging at times, but my 
professors were very encouraging 
and helped guide and support me 
along the way.
What is something you have 
learned in your dual credit 
courses that is unique to NICC?
MR: ... [In spring] semester, I 
had the opportunity to take an 
Omaha Language course where 
I... [learned] the basics of speaking 
the language. Last year I also took 

Introduction to Native American 
Studies that taught me about 

the issues facing Native 
Americans today. These 
courses opened my eyes 
to their culture[s] and 
taught me things that I 
wouldn’t have learned at 
another college.
What are your future 
goals/career plans?
MR: My goal... [was] 
to graduate this May 
from NICC with an 
Associates in General 

Liberal Arts and then go on to 
attend a four-year college where 
I will take classes to receive a 
Bachelors in Elementary Education. 
After I graduate from college, I 
would like to teach in an elementary 
classroom as well as coach sports.
What advice would you give to 
high school students who may be 
interested in taking dual credit 
classes?
MR: Taking dual credit classes 
will likely ease the transition into 
college. They are also a cost-
effective way to earn credits and 
teach you how to work hard and 
be disciplined. If you have the 
opportunity to take dual credit 
courses, take the opportunity 
because it will be so worth it and 
rewarding in the end.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT- MADISON ROSS

NICC Dual Credit Student turned NICC Alumni, Madison Ross, has been busy the past 
year. From Onawa, Ross earned her high school diploma in the same month that she 
earned her Associates Degree from Nebraska Indian Community College. Ross shares 
her experiences below.



Tell us more about your job/
internship at NICC this summer. 
What was your title and job 
duties?
RW: I was brought 
on temporarily 
as IT support. My 
job consisted of 
assisting students 
and faculty with 
resources the 
college has 
available. The 
virtual learning 
environment at 
first presented 
many obstacles 
and I was glad I was able to assist 
Justine Kocian in this area.
How has your skill-set helped 
support others during this 
transition online? (Either at full-
time job or at NICC)
RW: The transition pushed many 
to learn a lot on their own. I 
consider myself a kinesthetic 
learner and have majority of 
experience helping others face to 
face. I helped those who needed 
assistance remotely via Zoom, 
Skype for business. A big part of 
my job at both NICC and UNPS 
consists of helping others turn 
new concepts/ideas into common 
practices to be more efficient 
whether you’re in a Microsoft or 
Google environment.

You are also taking courses at 
NICC. What are your educational 
and/or career goals?
RW: My goal is to continue to 

adapt and learn in 
the IT field. I am in 
progress of getting 
my COMP-TIA A+ 
Certification and 
plan to finish in the 
Paraeducator program 
with NICC.
Are you taking any 
courses this fall? If 
so, what are you most 
excited for?
RW: I plan on taking as 
many classes as I can. I’m 

excited to finally graduate from 
NICC as I have been part time for 
quite a while now.
What advice would you share 
for students moving to online 
classes for the first time?
RW: My advice would be to 
familiarize yourself with the online 
resources NICC has to offer. The 
experience you gain from NICC 
being a Microsoft environment will 
benefit you in your courses and in 
almost any career down the road.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT- REX WEBSTER 

NICC 2021graduate, Rex Webster, has been a long-time employee of Omaha Nation
Public School and has been a role model and advisor to the Macy community youth.
He is an alumnus of Omaha Nation Public School and has felt the need to be a leader
in his community. Rex’s passion is technology, and he is currently working to support
the internet for community High Schools and Nebraska Indian Community College.
Rex says the following about college:



GENEROSITY
UMON HON - OU SHKOU DAN  DAKOTA - WACHÁNTOHNAKE



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Those who have supported NICC during 2020-2021 include:

External Individual Donors
Ilda Arcari, John E. Gilcrease, Chief Michael Hammonds 

Anderson, Jill Hanson, Corey Hawes, Keith R. Johnson, Joseph 
E. Medeczky, Debra Miner, Richard Preston, Phillip J.B. Schultz, 

Paul Taylor, William G. Wegener, Gary West, Joan L. Wolfe

Internal Individual Donors
Michael Berger, Ezechiel Brummels, Shona Campbell, Paul 

Fowler, Terri Grant, Jackie Hahn, James Hallum, Joseph Harlan, 
Leland Henke, Cheryl Kitto, Justin Kocian, Danielle LaPointe, 
Diane LaPointe, Hank Miller, Mary Lou Mitchell, Lani Moran-
Samqua, Wynema Morris, Troy Munhofen, Michael Otlrogge, 

Cheryl Phillips-Maloney, Dawne Price, Marcia Robertson, Linda 
Robinson, Crystal Ross, Nettie Sikyta, Keisha Siriboe, Kristine 

Sudbeck, Lizzie Swalley, Sidney Tuttle, Susan Tyndall, Anthony 
Warrior, Allen Widrowicz

Organizations
AmazonSmile, Weston Foundation-Bridges Trust, Omaha Tribe 

Dhegiha Language Conference, ONCRT, Siouxland Community, 
Wal-Mart

Scholarships
Scott Langston (Elsie Gilpin Morris Scholarship), Spirit of 

Sovereignty, Susan T. Buffett Foundation, American Indian 
College Fund, Johnson Foundation, Education Quest of 

Nebraska, The Synod Lakes, EAL Green

Donations of any size are welcome



BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND EMPLOYEES

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Diane LaPointe* (Isanti), Chairperson; 
Wynema Morris (Umonhon), Vice 
Chairperson; Danielle LaPointe* (Isanti), 
Member; Cheryl Kitto (Isanti), Member; 
Mary Lou Mitchell* (Umonhon), Member; 
Linda Robinson (Umonhon), Member
ADMINISTRATION
Shona Campbell* (Isanti Dakota/Ho-
Chunk/Sac & Fox), MBA, Business Office 
Director; Mike Channell (Oglala Lakota), 
Director of PTAC Program; Jim Hallum* 
(Isanti), AS, AA, Extension Program 
Director; Paul Fowler, BSW, Workforce 
Development Director; Michael 
Oltrogge*, PhD, NICC President; Kristine 
Sudbeck, PhD, Academic Dean; Dawne 
Price, BS, Dean of Student Services; 
Justin Kocian, AAS, Chief Information 
Officer; Anthony Warrior* (Absentee 
Shawnee), BS, Human Resources Director
FACULTY
Zeke Brummels, MA, General Liberal 
Arts; Joe Harlan* (Umonhon), BA, 
Umonhon Language; Binah Gordon, PhD, 
Language Curriculum Specialist; Jackie 
Hahn* (Isanti), MAT, Early Childhood 
Education; Leland Henke, MS, MSE, 
Business; Qudsia Hussaini, BS, BEd, 
Teaching Assistant; Shelley Kosola*, AS, 
Teaching Assistant; Maunka Morgan 

(Hochunk Nisoc), MBA, Native American 
Studies and Business; Hank Miller, MS, 
Math and Science ; Megan Miller, MA, 
Instructional Designer/Instructor; Pri 
Morris* (Umonhon), AA, GED Instructor-
Macy; Patti Page, MA, Grant Writer/
Instructor; LaVonne Snake (Winnebago), 
AS, Teaching Assistant-Macy; Kodi 
Urquidi, AAS, Carpentry; Anitra 
Warrior (Ponca) PhD, Human Services 
Counseling; Dasha Weatherman, MS, 
Math and Science; Al Widrowicz, MAT, 
Institutional Researcher/Instructor
ADJUNCTS
Kari Bappe, EdS; Luke Becker, MBA; 
Clarence Benes, EdD; Kari Brafford 
(Oglala Lakota), MBA; Stacy Brasch, 
EdS, MSE; Michael Burgess (Comanche) 
MPA; Staci Burns (Choctaw Nation of 
Oklahoma) MHR; Reanna Carlson, MSE; 
Graham Christensen; Pete Coser (Creek 
Nation), EdD; Beau Davis, BS; Kristine 
Flyinghawk, MS; Misty Frazier (Isanti) 
MA; Jamie Good Bird (Isanti/Umonhon); 
Dr. Irene Graves-Ihm; Angela Greenroy, 
MFA; Dawn Hair*, BS; V.E. Hamman, EdD; 
Corey Hawes, MS; Devin Henry*, AAS; 
Stephanie Henry, MAT; Belinda Hinojos, 
PhD; Stevie Holmes, MS; Jennifer 
Holtgrew, MA, MS; James Hulstein, MA; 



ADJUNCTS CONTINUED 
Teri Kramer, PhD; Devin Lingle, RN; 
Travis Mallory (Winnebago), BS; Justin 
McCauley (Umonhon), MS; Barbara 
McKillip-Erixson (Umonhon), MEd; 
Lauren Miller, MAE; Kathy Mohlfeld, 
EdD; Taylor Moore (Pawnee/Otoe-
Missouria), MA; Wynema Morris 
(Umonhon), MA; Kim Murie (Pawnee/
Ioway), MJ; Susan Nash, PhD; Kim 
Nelson, MBA; Stephanie Norton-
McDonald, MSE, ME; Jennifer Pritchett, 
MS, ME; Patty Provost*, AA, Emily 
Romkema, MAT; Andre Saunsoci 
(Umonhon); Clayton Small, PhD; Vida 
Stabler* (Umonhon), MEd; Dusti Storm, 
AAS; Redwing Thomas (Isanti), Rick 
Thomas (Isanti), Keli Warrior (Southern 
Ponca/Umonhon), BA; Trisha Wegner, 
MSE; Doug Widow* (Cheyenne River 
Lakota), AA
STAFF
Michael Berger, BA, Grant Writer; David 
Clark (Umonhon) Assistant 
to the Dean of Student 
Services-Macy; Debra 
Grant* (Umonhon), BS, 
PTAC Macy Counselor; 
Nettie Grant-Sikyta 
(Umonhon), MSOM, 
Procurement Specialist; 
Terri Grant-Wabasha* 
(Isanti/Umonhon), AA, 
Student Services Advisor; 
Vanessa Hamilton* 
(Umonhon/Yankton), 
BA, Student Billing/
Accounts Receivable; 
Amanda Kanuho (Creek 
Nation), BA, PNC Director 
of Job Placement and 
Student Affairs; Charles 

Kreber, MA, Public Information Officer; 
Derek LaPointe (Isanti), PTAC Santee 
Counselor; Lani Moran-Samqua 
(Umonhon/Rosebud Sioux), Extension 
Assistant-Macy; Troy Munhofen* 
(Yankton Sioux), BS, Registrar; Alvin 
Parker* (Umonhon), MLS, Student 
Services Advisor-SSC; Cheryl Phillips 
(Cherokee), BA, Librarian-Santee; Crystal 
Ross* (Umonhon/Rosebud Sioux/Otoe-
Missouri), AA, Student Services Advisor-
Macy; Keisha Siriboe, PhD, Assistant to 
the Academic Dean; James Schrock, 
BA, Payroll Clerk; Marcella Stephenson 
(Comanche), BA, PNC Student Services 
Advisor; Susan Tyndall* (Umonhon), 
AA, Librarian-Macy; Chris Walker, Sr. 
(Umonhon), Maintenance Manager-
Macy; Chastity Warrior, Extension 
Assistant-Santee; Tanesia Wolfe-Ricehill 
(Winnebago), BS, Accounts Payable
*NICC Alumni
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