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Nebraska Indian Com-

munity College named 

Cornelia Farley Widow 

Student of the Year for 

the American Indian 

College Fund scholar-

ship. Cornelia will re-

ceive her scholarship 

and be recognized at a 

banquet held in Bis-

marck, ND, during the 

American Indian Higher 

Education Consortium 

Student Conference 

March 11 – 14, 2018.  

Cornelia Farley Widow 

has proven herself a 

leader in the Isanti Da-

kota community in San-

tee, NE, by taking 

charge of cleaning up an 

artesian well. The work 

on this project has 

gained interest from 

USD and several mem-

bers of the Isanti com-

munity who live in or 

near Santee, NE. Cor-

nelia says, ““The well 

had been used as a trash 

dump, so we cleaned it 

up to honor the water. 

This spring we are going 

to remove some of the 

invasive weeds and 

plant some native plants 

to the area and willows.”  

Cornelia applied for the 

scholarship to support 

her completion of her 

Associate of Science de-

gree at Nebraska Indian 

Community College. 

Cornelia is planning to 

transfer to USD and is 

planning to become a 

teacher of environmen-

tal sciences. Cornelia is 

an outstanding role 

model to her peers. She 

has assisted with many 

on campus activities in-

cluded Santa Days 

where the Head Start 

and Kindergarten 

through Second Grade 

children come to Ne-

braska Indian Commu-

nity College to receive a 

gift.  
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Connecting the Dots 

Nebraska Indian Com-

munity College and Uni-

versity of Nebraska ex-

tension Thurston Coun-

ty partnered to host a 

two-day event called 

Connecting the Dots 

program in Walthill and 

Omaha Nation school on 

February 15th at the 

Walthill Fire Depart-

ment.  The Connecting 

the Dots Program, 

which is an interactive 

career exploration simu-

lation program,  is de-

signed to help ninth/

tenth grade students 

learn more about ca-

reers of interest as well 

as how to “connect the 

dots” from ninth grade 

through postsecondary 

study to the workplace. 

54 students from Omaha 

Nation and Walthill 

Public School attended 

on the 15th.  The stu-

dents had the oppor-

tunity to network with 

local employers as ask 

questions that they had 

about specific careers.   

Students participated in 

career readiness ses-

sions including: Resume 

Building, Real Colors, 

and Knowdell Motivated 

Skills Card Sort. 

There will be another 

Connect the Dots pro-

gram for Santee and Ni-

obrara school in April. 

This program is coordi-

nated by the Nebraska 

Extension in Thurston 

County and Nebraska 

Indian Community Col-

lege, in cooperation with 

community professionals.  

 

Connect the Dots        

in Life 
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NICC Mentioned in First Nations newsletter and 

website http://indiangiver.firstnations.org/nl180304-07/ 

Continued on page 6 
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Since May 22, 2015, Nebraska Indian Com-

munity College, Santee Campus, has been 

an authorized Pearson Vue Test Center for 

GED candidates. 

Pearson VUE believes testing and certifica-

tion is at the heart of the learning experi-

ence, and Nebraska Indian Community Col-

lege will play its part by offering accessible 

and secure testing to candidates.  

Pearson VUE’s advanced system adminis-

ters exams on behalf of hundreds of busi-

nesses, boards and organizations around the 

globe through the world's largest most se-

cure test center network. The system ena-

bles candidates to register and reschedule 

their tests online at ged.com or through a 

Pearson VUE call Center like Nebraska In-

dian Community College.  

For more information about the GED Test-

ing at NICC contact Wanda Henke at 402-

241-5939 or whenke@thenicc.edu.   

Sacred Fire Movement 

“Fire is a gift from the 

creator: It is a made 

manifest in a humble 

way. We are approach-

ing it in a kind, hum-

ble way for help to stop 

this battle of bad spirit 

drugs, locally, as well 

as in native country; the 

burning of the fire 

through prayer and en-

couragement. Unity as 

one, one prayer, one 

mind, one heart, for hap-

py healthy lifestyles in 

Indian country.” MHA 

spiritual leader 

 April 19-22, 2018, Santee 

Throughout the days of the 

sacred fire there was a 

talking circle. Some sat 

around the fire and sang 

prayer songs, Most came 

to pray and get some heal-

ing from the fire. This fire 

was  lit to promote heal-

ing, awareness and unity 

amongst our people.  With 

this sacred fire our people, 

women, children, and 

those in need, will be pro-

tected using our culture 

and traditions.  

Pidamiya to all the people 

that gave their time and 

efforts to complete the four 

days of the fire.  If this 

helped at least one person 

then it has served it’s pur-

pose. The Sacred Fire will 

happen again in the fall. If 

you wish to come and join 

at that time. There will be 

notices to when we will lite 

up again.  

mailto:whenke@thenicc.edu
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The Right Direction 

We’re on the web! 

www.thenicc.edu 

      Macy (S.Campus)    Santee (W.Campus) 
      1111 Hwy 75             415 North River Rd. 

      Macy, NE 68039        Niobrara, NE 68760 

      402-494-2311              402-494-2311 

 

          So.Sioux City (N.Campus)  

                 2605 1/2 Dakota Ave. 

                 So.Sioux City, NE 68776 

                 402-494-2311 

For the past 40 years, the Nebraska Indian 

Community College (NICC) has been and re-

mains dedicated to planting the seeds of 

knowledge through unique and cultural rele-

vant educational experiences.  Our aim is to 

provide you with a quality learning experience 

and to equip you with the skills and 

knowledge that you will need in the profes-

sion of your choice.  These experiences are 

geared toward all Umonhon (Omaha), Isanti 

(Santee Dakota), and other learners attending 

classes at one of our three campuses.  NICC 

is open to all who are willing to enhance and 

improve their lives. 

    NICC is accredited by the Higher Learning 

commission of the North Central Association 

of Colleges and Schools. 

Nebraska Indian Community College  
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NICC Mentioned in First Nations newsletter and 

website http://indiangiver.firstnations.org/ continued from 
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Continued on page 11 
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NICC Students Attend American Indian Higher Education 
Student Conference in Bismarck March 11-14, 2018 

NICC Newsletter 

The American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) is the collective spirit and 

unifying voice of our nation’s 37 Tribal Colleges and Universities (TCUs)—a unique com-

munity of tribally and federally chartered institutions working to strengthen tribal na-

tions and make a lasting difference in the lives of American Indians and Alaska Natives. 

Since 1973, AIHEC served its network of member institutions through public policy, ad-

vocacy, research, and program initiatives to ensure strong sovereignty through excellence 

in American Indian higher education. 

At the 2018 AIHEC Student Conference, each of the 37 AIHEC institutions were repre-

sented by a broad array of students, faculty, and staff from the tribal nations throughout 

the United States.  Five Nebraska Indian Community College students were among the 

individuals attending the conference.  Students engaged in competitions designed to fos-

ter strong academic future leaders of Indian Country and serve as a national gathering 

and training ground for native youth. 

The following is a narrative about one student’s recollection of this year’s conference.  

 

My experience at AIHEC was a memorable one. I am very thankful to the 
college and the chaperones that accompanied us there. Seeing and taking 
part in the American Indian Higher Education Consortium student confer-
ence was amazing to say the least. And to have received the student of the 
year award was great! Din’e College was celebrating 50 years, 50 years! that 
is amazing, knowing they were the college that was the pioneer to the Indian 
colleges today. To see all the students taking part in Archery, Knowledge 
Bowls, Science Bowls, Hand games and many other activities was a sight to 
see. Being that I as my first year doing this and doing archery I was just so 
proud of myself that I hit the targets! I am so proud to be part of the Indian 
community colleges and to take part in the AIHEC student conference, I just 
wish that I had more time to study the materials to help the team advance 
in the rounds but what great fun. If there are students out there that are 
thinking about joining AIHEC in the semesters coming I say, “do it!”. Lots of 
fun and making friends from afar. Memories that I will cherish. Thank you 
again Nebraska Indian Community College for the opportunity to partici-
pate, so what can I say I had fun. Cornelia Farley-Widow, NICC Student 
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AIHEC Student Conference  

Pictures 
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More AIHEC Pictures 
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More AIHEC Pictures 
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NICC Food Project continued from page 6 

Continued on page 14 
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NICC PROGRAM OFFERED 

Associate of Arts-
Paraeducator/pre-teaching 

education Designed for NE 

paraeducator, substitute teach-

er or pursue K-12 certified 

teacher  
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NICC Spring Course Schedule 

A number of our courses this 

summer will allow for flexibility, 

with both online and blended 

(part online and part on campus 

formats) 

REGISTER NOW!! 
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NICC Food Project continued from page 11 

NICC Graduation  

Santee Community Schools 

206 Frazier Avenue E. 

Santee, Nebraska 

May 19, 2018 

10 am 
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2018 NICC Faculty of the Year Announced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 NICC Faculty 

of the Year is Hank Mil-

ler.  Hank Miller is an 

NICC faculty member 

and the Math/Science 

Division Head at NICC. 

He teaches the Life Sci-

ence classes and the en-

try level Math classes. 

His undergraduate de-

gree is from Wayne 

State where he received 

a Bachelor of Arts in Ed-

ucation and his gradu-

ate degree is from South 

Dakota State University 

where he received a 

master’s degree in Bio-

logical Science with an 

emphasis in Ecology. He 

has taught at NICC for 

fifteen years, and before 

that, taught in the K-12 

school systems for 

twelve years. Hank 

works with several sci-

ence grants and serves 

on a variety of advisory 

boards related to science 

and math.  Hank’s 

greatest passion is 

teaching his students 

about human and envi-

ronmental health and 

how each one of them 

can make a difference in 

shaping their future 

world. 

                                                                                                                 
 

 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Leland Henke donated the Unit-

ed States flag, Nebraska flag, and MIA/POW 

flag for the NICC Santee Campus flag poles,  

This is to recognize all veterans, including 

Henke family members, son Michael who 

served with the National Guards, Leland US 

Army (Viet Nam), Amos Henke (father, grand-

father) US Navy—USS Flint, Pacific Cam-

paign, World War II, Robert  Salmonson 

(Wanda’s brother) US army, Harry Lovgren 

(Wanda’s uncle) World War II, Reynold 

Thompson (Wanda’s uncle) World War II, and 

also John Nickerson (Leland’s great-

grandfather) served with Wisconsin 1st Caval-

ry, Civil War. 
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Please remember Nebraska Indian     

Community College when using Amazon 

Smile. 

AmazonSmile — You shop. Amazon gives. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon 

donates to your favorite charitable organization. 

 

 

Nebraska Indian Community College 
Graduated 38  

Certified Nursing Assistants 
From Summer 2017 to Spring 2018 
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Lorraine Smith, General 

Assistance Program, Da-

kota Tiwahe Service 

Unit, and her group vis-

ited the Santee Campus 

Library.  Those in at-

tendance set up e-mails 

to be utilized in applying 

for jobs in the future. 

The primary mission of 

the Dakota Tiwahe Ser-

vice Unit is to enhance 

the well-being and meet 

the basic human needs 

of the members of the 

Santee Sioux Nation 

with particular atten-

tion to the needs and 

empowerment of its 

members who are vul-

nerable, oppressed, and 

living in poverty.  

http://santeesiouxnation.

net/dtsu.html 

Making Use of NICC Santee Campus Library 
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Science Professor Hank Miller Honored by Class 

Tribute to Hank 

There are times in our lives when we cross 
paths with those who touch our hearts in an 
unknown way.  They inspire us to keep our eye 
on the goal encouraging them not to give up.  
The passion, caring, and drive motivates stu-
dents to follow their hearts, walking that 
path towards future destinations, always there 
to lend that helping hand, advocate, inspire, 
encourage and care. 

Hank, it is with grateful hearts that we cele-

brate, extending our deepest most heartfelt 

gratitude for all you have done for us.  We 

are so lucky to have had teachers that go 

above and beyond.  You certainly fit those 

shoes well.  Your dedication to the students 

show what an outstanding example you are to 

the community and the world.  Aldo Leopold 

once said, “Conservation is a state of harmony 

between men and land.”  Although that harmony 

remains displaced in our modern society, you 

strive to inspire others to help make that 

positive impact that Mother Nature is asking 

for.  You have given us valuable tools to do 

our part in making that happen.  Thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts in helping us 

realize our own dreams. 
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Science Professor Hank Miller Honored by Class 
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 Don’t wait any long-
er. Make this the   
year your dreams be-
come a reality when 
you pass the GED® 
test.  

Call 1-402-241-5939 

GED 2016 copyright 

Jackie Hahn completed 18 hours Master in 

Early Childhood Education. 

Vanessa Hamilton completed a Bachelor’s de-

gree at USD and is currently working on Post-

Baccalaureate degree in Teacher Education 

from UNL 
Nichole Parker is completing Masters in 

Indigenous Law Studies from Oklahoma 

University. 

David Frazier will be completing his 

MBA from Bellevue University in 

May. 

Carlton LeCount will be starting his PhD 

at UNL this fall. 

Chello Sherman will be graduating 

with an MFA in creating writing in 

May. 
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NICC Students Travel to Nebraska Academy of 

 Science Conference 

On April 20th, NICC’s 

NASA Fellow Research 

students presented their 

“Environmental Moni-

toring Through Native 

Prairie Restoration” re-

search poster at the Ne-

braska Academy of Sci-

ence Conference in Lin-

coln Nebraska. NICC 

students listened to a 

variety of other scien-

tific research presenta-

tions from other Nebras-

ka colleges.  

For participating in this 

NASA, Nebraska Space 

Grant sponsored nine-

month research pro-

gram, students receive 

stipends and scientific 

research experience. 

NICC poster presenters 

were Shelley Kosola, Co-

rey Widow, Lorraine 

Smith, Marcus Redwing 

and Aleisa LaBelle. 

NICC math and science 

faculty mentors include: 

Dasha Weatherman, La-

vonne Snake, Qudsia 

Husaini and Hank Mil-

ler.  

    

NICC’s NASA Research 

Fellowship project is a 

long-term research pro-

ject that focuses on how 

weather influences fau-

na and soil development 

under native prairie res-

toration processes and 

conditions. By compar-

ing weather data with 

plant inventories, plant 

morphology, soil health, 

and future bird and my-

corrhizae studies, suc-

cessional changes, and 

rates of increased biodi-

versity in this ecological 

setting should be able to 

be determined.  
 

Continued on page 22 
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NICC Students Travel to Nebraska Academy of 

 Science Conference continued from page 21 



Guest From Berlin, Germany, visits the Omaha Tribe 
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Last April, Elisabeth Seyerl from the Eth-

nological Museum of Berlin  made a trip to 

Macy, NE.  The reason was to talk with 

Francis LaFlesche’s relatives.   

More than a 120 years ago the Berlin Mu-

seum appointed Francis La Flesche to  col-

lect items portraying Omaha life and cul-

ture. All of the accumulated artifacts along 

with the La Flesche relative interviews will 

be shown in an exhibition in 2020 in Berlin. 

Elizabeth was presented with a shawl from 

Nebraska Indian Community College Pro-

fessor of Omaha Tribal History Wynema 

Morris with the help of Vanessa Hamilton. 

Born: Dec. 25, 1857 Omaha 

Reservation, NE 

Died: Sept. 05, 1932 

Francis La Flesche was the 

first professional Native 

American ethnologist who 

worked with the Smithsonian 

Institution. He specialized in 

Omaha and Osage cultures. 

Working closely as a 

translator and researcher with 

the anthropologist Alice C. 

Fletcher, La Flesche wrote 

several articles and a book on 

the Omaha, plus more 

numerous works on the Osage. 

FRANCIS LA FLESCHE 

Francis La Flesche picture. Courtesy of the 

National Anthropological Archives, Smithson-

ian Institution. Photograph No. 4504. 


