
First Historic Boarding 1-2 

NICC Staff Training 2 

Geology Trip 3 

Connecting the Dots 4 

National Academy of 5 

NICC Staff Meeting 6 

Geology Class Studies 

Missouri River Bank 

7 

NICC Collegiate Ar-

chery Team 

8-9 

NICC Employees 10 

NICC Programs Offered 11 

2008 NICC Alumni 

Speaks to Native Ameri-

can History Class 

12, 

14, 15 

NICC 13 

Human Services Stu-

dent Completes Intern-

16 

Ultimate Warriorz Con- 17 

NICC Students 

Acknowledged in Psy-

chology Text Book 

19 

Paul Brill 17 18 

NICC Visitors Receive 

Help in Finding In-

formation on Ancestor 

20, 21 

NICC Student Article 

Published 

22 

NICC Spring Gradua-

tion 

23 

    

August 

2016      

Nebraska Indian Community College 

Newsletter 

South Sioux City Campus Employees 

Listen to First Historic Boarding 

School Webinar!!!! 

KZYK 88.9  

Jim Hallum 

On May 18, 2016, eight 

NICC employees attended 

the first free historic webi-

nar by the National Native 

American Boarding School 

Healing Coalition at the 

SSC campus site during the 

lunch hour. 

The title of the webinar was:  

“The Quaker Indian Board-

ing Schools – Facing our 

History and Ourselves” and 

was presented by Dr. Paula 

Palmer.  Dr. Palmer has 

done exhaustive research on 

the Quakers (Religious So-

ciety of Friends) and their 

influence in Indian educa-

tion and President Grant’s 

Peace Policy. 

The National Native Ameri-

can Boarding School Heal-

ing Coalition has been 

reaching out to various reli-

gious denominations regard-

ing their histories with mis-

sion schools and what his-

torical data may be availa-

ble.    Dr. Palmer was the 

first to respond to the Com-

mission with her research. 

The relevance of this histor-

ical seminar is that there 

were four Quaker schools in 

Nebraska that the ancestors 

of our NICC students and 

staff may have attended. 

Prior to becoming a federal-

ly run boarding school, the 

Genoa Indian School was 

one of the four Quaker run 

mission schools.  This 

school was specific to the 

Pawnee Nation prior to fed-

eral takeover. 

The Quakers were actively 

involved with the tribes in 

Nebraska visiting the  Oma-

ha, Winnebago and Santee 

Inside This Edition 



Boarding School Webinar continued 
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Nations in 1869.   You can 

read the “Quaker Report on 

Indian Agencies in Nebras-

ka, 1869,” at http://

www.nebraskahistory.org/

publish/publicat/history/full-

text/

NH1973Quaker_Indian.pdf   

which provides descriptions of 

each of their reservation visits.   

Those attending the webinar 

were: Lisa Beans, Carolyn 

Carlson, Paul Fowler, David 

Frazier, Jackie Hahn, Darla 

Korol, Alvin Parker and John 

Singer. 

After the webinar, participants 

were asked for feedback and 

the following comments were 

forwarded onto the Coalition:  

“It was very good.  I learned a 

lot.”  “I didn’t know about 

the Quaker history with the 

tribes in Nebraska.”  “I es-

pecially liked when they 

showed the ledger and the 

accounts of the students 

who ran away from the 

school.”  “This is helpful 

knowledge.”    

The Coalition is in process 

of having the webinar ac-

cessible via internet for 

open public access in the 

future. 

Ongoing dialog between 

Darla and the Coalition con-

tact, Christine McCleave, 

has resulted in connecting 

the Coalition with the Gen-

oa Museum staff for a possi-

ble future presentation by 

Please visit the National Na-

tive American Boarding 

School Healing Coalition 

website and consider sign-

ing up for their mailing list 

at:         http://

www.boardingschoolhealin

g.org 

“Go to class—it is SO tempt-

ing to miss class and get an-

other student’s notes, but 

you’ll definitely miss out.”  

David 

“Get to know your profes-

sors. They are your most 

valuable resource.”  Matt 
ADVICE FROM 

SUCCESSFUL 

COLLEGE  

STUDENTS 

“Don’t depend on the teacher 

to remind you about due 

dates.”  Elizabeth 

“Don’t be afraid to ask questions...especially 

in class or afterwards.  No college professor 

is going to turn you away. Andy  

“Don’t sweat the grades.  If you put in an honest, diligent 

effort and are truly engaged in your work, then you’ll be 

fine.  If studying a certain subject is like pulling teeth or is 

the last thing you want to do, then something’s wrong.” Seth 

http://www.fastweb.com/student-life/articles/student-advice-on-freshman-year/#classwork 

http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH1973Quaker_Indian.pdf
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH1973Quaker_Indian.pdf
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH1973Quaker_Indian.pdf
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH1973Quaker_Indian.pdf
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH1973Quaker_Indian.pdf
http://www.boardingschoolhealing.org
http://www.boardingschoolhealing.org
http://www.boardingschoolhealing.org
http://www.fastweb.com/student-life/articles/student-advice-on-freshman-year/#classwork
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Geology Class Field Trip to Ash Falls 

In April, the NICC Geolo-

gy class traveled to Ash 

Falls near Royal, Nebras-

ka. This park has some of 

the best prehistoric fos-

sils in the world and is an 

example of the natural 

geological history of this 

area. Ash Falls is part of 

the Nebraska State Park 

System and is managed 

cooperatively with the 

University of Nebraska.   

Students participated in 

a tour that explained geo-

logical time by looking at 

the different geological 

layers of the region. The 

tour also included a look 

at the subtropical area at 

that time and how the 

fossilized animals were 

suffocated by the falling 

ash of an erupting volca-

no. The animals are some 

of the best preserved spec-

imens in the world.  

The following students par-

ticipated: Elizabeth Brandt, 

Mykal Grant, Mathew Hen-

ry, Liam Key, Shandara 

Lee, Maddy Smith, 

Shyvonne Tyndall, Carl 

Webster, Quadalupe Wolfe, 

Marissa Wright. Sponsored 

faculty were Lavonne 

Whitesnake, John Singer, 

and Hank Miller. 

For more information on Ash 

Falls Fossil Beds visit their 

website at 

http://ashfall.unl.edu/ 

http://ashfall.unl.edu/


Freshmen and sophomores 

from Walthill Public 

Schools and Omaha Na-

tion School participated in 

“Connecting the Dots: A 

Career Exploration Day” 

on March 23 in Walthill.  

This program was spon-

sored by Nebraska Indian 

Community Schools and 

Nebraska Extension to 

help area youth gain a bet-

ter grasp on their future.   

Students experienced a 
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real-life simulation, learn-

ing how their high school 

choices impact their post-

secondary study and their 

workplace experiences.  

They learned about the ca-

reers they were interested 

in and about other careers 

they had never considered. 

Students were also able to 

learn about the importance 

of networking as they begin 

to prepare for their careers, 

especially with the local 

business presenters that 

came in from the communi-

ty to talk and to teach the 

youth about their specific 

careers. These local profes-

sionals included people 

from a variety of fields such 

as human services, industri-

al technology, agriculture 

Volume 2 Issue 2 

Connecting the Dots  

Career Exploration Day 

and education.   

Through breakout sessions, 

students built work readi-

ness skills, including resume 

building and evaluation and 

personal traits.  All these 

ways of having fun learning 

together helped them learn 

more about themselves and 

how that might relate to a 

future career.  For more in-

formation about 

“Connecting the Dots” pro-

gram, contact Nebraska Ex-

tension in Thurston County 

at 402-385-6041 or ask a 

local student about their ex-

perience. 
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Nebraska Academy of Science Conference 

NICC’s NASA Nebraska Space Grant Fellowship’s 

Poster Presentation 

On April 22, the NASA Ne-

braska Space Grant Fellow-

ship students of Nebraska 

Indian Community College  

(NICC)  traveled to Lincoln, 

Nebraska to present their 

Historical Climate Research 

poster at the Nebraska 

Academy of Science Con-

ference at Wesleyan Univer-

sity.   

The students have been 

working since last August 

on collecting and analyzing 

historical temperature, pre-

cipitation, and tornado 

weather data.  They looked 

at historical averages for 

local, state, national and 

global regions to determine 

trends. They also studied 

NICC’s own weather sta-

tion’s data to see if our short 

term data corresponded to 

the historical data. This was 

an opportunity to see how 

historical weather trends 

support existing climate 

change research. 

The students were able to 

attend a variety of science 

related presentations by oth-

er college students and pro-

fessors that are leaders in 

their respective fields. The 

NASA Nebraska Space 

Grant funds many of the 

Nebraska Colleges to pursue 

a variety of research pro-

jects in the sciences. 

NICC NASA Nebraska 

Space Grant Fellows: Chris-

tina Coffman, Lorraine  

”Maddy”  Smith, Thomasi-

na Whipple, and Falon Tor-

rez. Hank Miller is the spon-

sored researcher. 

Left to Right: Christina Coffman, Thomasina Whip-

ple, Lorraine Smith.  Missing: Falon Torrez. 

The National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) is a private, non-profit society 
of distinguished schol-
ars. Established by an Act of Con-
gress, signed by President Abraham 
Lincoln in 1863, the NAS is charged 
with providing independent, objec-
tive advice to the nation on matters 
related to science and technolo-
gy. Scientists are elected by their 
peers to membership in the NAS for 
outstanding contributions to re-
search. The NAS is committed to 
furthering science in America, and its 
members are active contributors to 
the international scientific communi-
ty. Nearly 500 members of the NAS 
have won Nobel Prizes, and the Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, founded in 1914, is today 
one of the premier international jour-
nals publishing the results of original 
research.  For more information, visit 
their website 
http://www.nasonline.org/ 

Left to Right: Lorraine Smith, Christina Coffman 

http://www.nasonline.org
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NICC Staff Meeting 

The Nebraska Indian 

Community College Staff 

met at the Cardinal Con-

ference Center in South 

Sioux City on Friday, 

February 26 and Satur-

day, February 27.  The 

agenda included topics 

about the Higher Learn-

ing Commission Accredi-

tation. 

Friday’s agenda:       

Mary Johnson, Academic 

Dean, made known gen-

eral information about 

the Higher Learning 

Commission and assess-

ment basics.  The Com-

mission  accredits degree

-granting post-secondary 

educational institutions in 

the North Central region 

of the United States.    

Each criterion for accred-

itation was examined 

carefully showing NICC 

evidence and assurance 

argument with the help of 

Micheal Oltrogge, NICC 

President,  Lisa Beans, 

General Liberal Arts Pro-

fessor, and John Singer, 

Math/Science Professor. 

Dawne Price, Dean of 

Student Services reported 

on a student opinion sur-

vey and federal compli-

ance.  The survey con-

cerned part-time and full-

time students.  NICC has 

more part-time students 

than full-time students.  

Subject matter under 

Federal Compliance en-

compasses credits, pro-

gram length, tuition, in-

stitutional records of stu-

dent complaints, transfer 

policies, Title IV pro-

gram , financial respon-

sibilities, academic pro-

gress and attendance 

policies coupled with 

campus crime infor-

mation, and financial 

aid. 

John Singer, Math/

Science Professor along 

with Mary Johnson dis-

played the digital pro-

gram which relays NICC 

information to the High-

er Learning Commis-

sion.  

Saturday’s agenda:    

The staff  attended the 

NICC Board of Direc-

tors Meeting.     

Mary Johnson and Mi-

cheal Oltrogge presented 

in detail results from re-

cent accreditation visits 

at other Tribal College 

and Universities. 

Discussion was held in 

regard to how to inform 

NICC students of the 

Higher Learning Com-

mission visit and pro-

cess plus campus clean 

up. 

The two days of learn-

ing about the accredita-

tion process was an eye-

opening experience to 

all attending in a very 

informative way. 
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Geology Class Studies Missouri River  

Bank Sedimentation 

On April 21, the NICC Geological class went to the Missouri River near each of their respective NICC 

campus locations. They took pictures of the river bank’s sedimentation layers and hypothesized what the 

layers were made of and how the sedimentation layers were formed. 

 

NICC Newsletter 

Later, the class returned to the science labs and got on the computers to research exactly what the layers 

were made of and how they were formed, thus testing their hypotheses. With the influences of ice ages, 

wind, water and time the students were able to see how the sedimentations of the Missouri River were 

formed and how it shaped our landscapes. 

Student participants were: Elizabeth Brandt, Mykal Grant, Mathew Henry, Liam Key, Shandara Lee, 

Maddy Smith, Shyvonne Tyndal, Carl Webster, Quadalupe Wolfe, and Marissa Wright. Faculty spon-

sors were Hank Miller and Lavonne Whitesnake. 

 

The pictures are of the Santee students on the Nebraska side, at 

the edge of the Missouri River three miles east of Santee. 
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Hoping for a Collegiate Archery  

Team at NICC 

Paul Fowler, along with Ni-

cole Parker, is enthusiastic 

in developing a collegiate 

archery team at NICC and is 

seeking grant monies to 

make it a reality.  “I was 

always interested in archery.   

When I was getting certified 

for NICC, I was always try-

ing to figure out how to 

bring what I learned to our 

college – especially in creat-

ing a competing team,” ex-

plained  Paul .    “Because 

of this opportunity at NICC 

my eyes were opened to the 

different types of and levels 

of archery (4-H to Olym-

pic.)”    

 

Certification:    

Both Paul and Nicole be-

came certified in “Level 2 

for U.S.A. Archery” and 

registered NICC as an offi-

cial club in the “Explore 

Archery through the Team 

U.S.A.” program. 

 Development of Equip-

ment: 

Through Jim Hallum’s 

“New Dawn” grants oppor-

tunities, Paul has been able 

to increase the number of 

bows and youth bows  and 

other supplies – such as 

safety and repair equipment 

- needed for a team.    

Spring 2016 Archery 

Class:     Contributing to the 

“team momentum,” this past 

spring there was increased 

student interest for an ar-

chery class!   Enrolled stu-

dents were:  Donald Grant, 

Mykal Grant, Mackenzie 

Grant, Chris Ross, Crystal 

Ross, Foster Webster and 

Guadalupe Wolfe.     

 

AIEHC Competitions:  

NICC archery teams have 

not yet placed in AIHEC 

competitions, but hopefully 

in 2017. 

For the past two years, Paul 

has been involved in assist-

ing NICC students in the 

archery competitions at the 

annual American Indian 

Higher Education Consorti-

um (AIHEC) conferences.   

The 2015 AIHEC archery 

competition was the first 

one for the  NICC Archers 

to compete in -  beating one 

team in the female group. 

 2015 NICC Archers:  

Marilyn Blackhawk and Fa-

lon Torrez were two student 

archers in NICC’s first time 

participation in the 2015 

AIHEC Student Archery 

Competition.   

The other NICC team mem-

bers were:   Rose Buffalo 
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tion youth camps.    

 

Your Support Is Need-

ed !!!!!! 

If you are interested in 

supporting NICC’s at-

tempt at a collegiate ar-

chery team, please contact 

Paul Fowler at 402-241-

5950 (South Sioux City 

campus) or Nicole Parker 

at 402– 241-5972 (Macy 

Campus). 

Thank you Paul and Ni-

cole for all of your ef-

forts towards a colle-

giate archery team at 

NICC !!!!!!!! 

To see the NICC archers 

in Indian Country To-

day—please visit this 

link! 

To see the NICC archers 

in Indian Country today 

— please visit this link! 

http://indiancountrytodayme

dianetwork.com/2016/06/14/

21-arow-salute-come-see-

crazy-indians-

164786?page=0%2C1 

Submitted by:  The Roving 

Reporter.   Photo Credits:  

Paul Fowler, Nicole Parker. 

 

Chief, Scotty Clancy, Siqoyia 

Hoving, Mercedes Sandoval 

and Sarah Zavala. 

 

2016 NICC Archers:       

This year’s team members 

were:   Rose Buffalo Chief, 

Mykal Grant, MacKenzie 

Grant, Chris Ross, Crystal 

Ross, Mercedes Sandoval, 

Falon Torrez and Thomasina 

Whipple.   Paul was pleased 

as he commented:   “We did 

improve and were in the mid-

dle of the pack this year.” 

 

Invitation:     The 21 Bow 

and Arrow Salute 

Paul stated he was:  “honored 

that NICC Archers received 

an invitation to attend the 

June 5th Honoring and Re-

membering Ceremony for the 

53 Tribes across 17 states at 

the Hiawatha Indian Insane 

Asylum Cemetery in Canton, 

S.D.    The invitation was is-

sued by the Easton’s Founda-

tion Archery Center in 

Yankton, S.D. to the 

NICC Collegiate Archery  

Continued from page 8 

NICC archers to partici-

pate in The 21 BOW 

AND ARROW SA-

LUTE during this his-

toric honoring ceremony. 

Participants in this 

“Remembering and Hon-

oring Ceremony”  were:  

Paul Fowler, Nicole Par-

ker, Chris Ross, Crystal 

Ross and Donald Ross 

(with Yankton Archery 

representative.) 

 

Community Involvement:    

During June and July, the  

NICC Archers will be par-

ticipating in the upcoming  

Ultimate Warriors Challeng-

es, Macy and Santee Pow 

Wows  and assisting with 

the Omaha and Santee Na-

http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/06/14/21-arrow-salute-come-see-crazy-indians-164786
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/06/14/21-arrow-salute-come-see-crazy-indians-164786
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/06/14/21-arrow-salute-come-see-crazy-indians-164786
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/06/14/21-arrow-salute-come-see-crazy-indians-164786
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/06/14/21-arrow-salute-come-see-crazy-indians-164786
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NICC Employee Update 

Say “hi” to Jerome Proctor, 

the new Business and Tech-

nology Professor. 

Jerome is originally from 

Seattle, Washington and re-

ceived a Bachelor of Arts in 

Business Administration 

from Washington State Uni-

versity.  He also received a 

Master of Business Admin-

istration from City Universi-

ty of Seattle.   

For the past five years Je-

rome served the Santee 

Sioux Nation as Social Ser-

vices Representative.  Be-

fore that he served over 21 

years in the Commercial 

Aerospace and Global Infor-

mation Technology industry 

and as a business consultant 

for small businesses and non

-profit agencies.   

Jerome commented, “I look 

forward to building relation-

ships with the NICC stu-

dents, staff, and faculty.” 

 

Meet NICC’s new Research 

and Development Advisor 

Kristine Sudbeck. 

Kristine recently graduated 

in May from the University 

of Nebraska-Lincoln and 

earned a PhD in Educational 

Studies with an emphasis in 

language, literacy and cul-

ture.  In addition for the past 

three years, she served grad-

uate students living on res-

ervations as a mentor in the 

Indigenous Roots Teacher 

Education Program. 

 

During 2014-15 Kristine 

was a student of Alice Saun-

soci inthinge while studying 

Omaha I and II.  “This ex-

perience, among others I 

had with surrounding com-

munity members, prompted 

me to apply for a position at 

NICC” vocalized Kristine. 

 

Kristine grew up in a rural 

area near Fordyce, NE (just 

south of Yankton, SD) 

where her parents still re-

side.  She was the youngest 

of three children, as well as 

the proud aunt of three 

nephews, one niece, and an-

other on the way.   

 

Currently Kristine lives in 

Bancroft, NE, with her dog, 

Rudy, who is a miniature 

pinscher adopted from a res-

cue shelter almost two years 

ago.  He weighs seven 

pounds on a good day and is 

quite the watch dog.  Hob-

bies include gardening and 

craft projects. 

 

“Thank you for welcoming 

me to NICC and I look for-

ward to working with all of 

you,” commented Kristine. 
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2008 NICC Alumni speaks in Summer Session  

Native American History Class 

Son of Code Talker Walter 

C. John 

Mr. Walter John graduated 

from NICC with the Hu-

man Services degree at age 

60 in 2008.  He is an en-

courager and role model 

for his seven grandchildren 

to attend Higher Educa-

tion.  During a visit to the 

SSC campus to assist his 

grandson, Marcus Red 

Wing, for the summer ses-

sion, Mr. Walter saw the 

culture board at the SSC 

campus on his father, Da-

kota Code Talker Walter 

C. John.   He gave his ap-

proval for the board.   In an 

act of generosity he then 

provided a poster for the 

SSC campus that documents 

the Santee Nation’s posthu-

mous honoring and celebra-

tion for his father’s receipt 

the Congressional Gold 

Medal.   “Nobody in the 

family knew he was a Code 

Talker,” Mr. John ex-

plained.   “I am very proud 

of him and the whole tribe is 

proud of him.”  

Walter shared about the im-

portance of how students 

need to know their histories 

and how honored he was 

that they would learn about 

his father.    He also ex-

plained that he had been an 

occupier of Alcatraz Island 

with John Trudell and con-

sented to meet with the stu-

dents in the NA 201 History 

course to share his story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Trudell and “Body 

Politics”    

Walter is an enrolled mem-

ber of the Santee Nation, but 

also is of Ponca and Irish 

heritage.   A participant in 

the Indian Relocation Poli-

cy, he began his college ed-

ucation in Computer Scienc-

es in 1969 in San Francisco, 

California.   

 Continued on page 14 

Life-long learner, Mr. Walter 

John, proudly achieved his AA 

degree in Human Services.  

Walter with grandson Mar-

cus Red Wing holds poster of 

honoring his father. 

“Walking Strong Boy” Hok Si da 

shug Ya Mani Dakota Akicitia 
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The Right Direction 

For the past 40 years, the Nebraska Indian 

Community College (NICC) has been and re-

mains dedicated to planting the seeds of 

knowledge through unique and cultural rele-

vant educational experiences.  Our aim is to 

provide you with a quality learning experience 

and to equip you with the skills and 

knowledge that you will need in the profes-

sion of your choice.  These experiences are 

geared toward all Umonhon (Omaha), Isanti 

(Santee Dakota), and other learners attending 

classes at one of our three campuses.  NICC 

is open to all who are willing to enhance and 

improve their lives. 

    NICC is accredited by the Higher Learning 

commission of the North Central Association 

of Colleges and Schools. 

      Macy (S.Campus)    Santee (W.Campus) 
      1111 Hwy 75             415 North River Rd. 

      Macy, NE 68039        Niobrara, NE 68760 

      402-494-2311              402-494-2311 

 

          So.Sioux City (N.Campus)  

                 2605 1/2 Dakota Ave. 

                 So.Sioux City, NE 68776 

                 402-494-2311 

We’re on the web! 

www.thenicc.edu 

Nebraska Indian Community College  
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2008 Alumni Speaker Continued 

While there, he was aware 

of the occupation of Alca-

traz Island by the urban 

college students in the San 

Francisco Bay area and of 

the activist efforts of his 

fellow Dakota, John 

Trudell.    When the stu-

dents had to return to their 

colleges, Mr. John did not 

return.  He instead stayed 

to occupy the island for 

six months, supporting the 

non-violent ethics in what 

John Trudell called “body 

politics.” 

This might be the first 

picture taken by Walter 

showing the living quar-

ters of John Trudell.  He 

lived with John and 

John’s family while occu-

pying the island. 

 

Walter joked, “We would 

all have our pictures taken 

in the jail cells and put signs 

with our names above.   I 

am not Helen in this pic-

ture.” 

NAS History Class: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 22nd Walter viewed 

the documentary:  “Alcatraz 

is Not an Island” with the 

NA 201 Native History 

since 1890 class.   (Students 

from the English Comp I 

class also attended to learn 

about this time of Indian 

activism)   Because Walter 

had not seen the documen-

tary previously, it was 

hoped that he might see 

himself in the film - but he 

did not.    He commented 

that the documentary was 

“Informative” and 

“fantastic” as it provided 

students with helpful infor-

mation to understand the 

historical importance of the 

occupation.  After the docu-

mentary, Walter showed 

personal pictures about his 

time as an occupier and en-

couraged the students to 

learn about activism and 

history to make a better fu-

ture for their people.  

“Become educated and learn 

about Indian Law” he en-

couraged, “we need educat-

ed people to help their 

tribes.” 

Volunteer Work: 

Prior to earning his NICC 

degree, he sought out oppor-

tunities to help people – es-

pecially those who needed 

transportation to their medi-

cal appointments.  He be-

came an advocate and facili-

tator as a Native Family Re-

source Center volunteer.   

Currently, he joked he has 

the title of  “sub chief” as a 

volunteer at  Four Direc-

tions Professional Services 

Continued on page 15 
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2008 Alumni Speaker Continued 

in Sioux City, Iowa.    

Working cooperatively 

with the Winnebago 

Tribe, he continues to 

help the people in the 

Sioux City area access 

medical care transporta-

tion.  “I let the Great Spir-

it use me and when I help 

people, I feel good about 

it.” 

Wopida: 

Thank you Walter for be-

ing a life-long learner role 

model for NICC students 

and also for sharing per-

sonally about your father 

and the occupation of Alca-

traz Island!!!!!!!! 

For more information please 

visit: 

 Santee Sioux Honors 

Code Talker:   http://

www.yankton.net/

community/

article_eda0c21e-6609-

11e3-9576-

0019bb2963f4.html 

 Occupation of Alcatraz:  

https://www.nps.gov/

alca/learn/historyculture/

we-hold-the-rock.htm 

 Four Directions Profes-

sional Services – visit 

on FACEBOOK   

 

 

  

       

      

  

 

 

 

Visit Campus Libraries 

What will I find when I visit 

NICC Campus Libraries? 

 You will find a friendly 

librarian who will assist 

your quest for information. 

 You will find a spot to 

spend a quiet afternoon 

reading newspapers or 

magazines. 

 You will find computers to 

use to keep in touch with 

relatives on Face Book. 

 You will find books on eve-

ry imaginable topic for 

children, teenagers, and 

adults.  You can check 

out books for free. 

 You will find genealogy 

resources.  

 You will find free Wi-Fi. 

 You will find children play-

ing games, reading, color-

ing,  or  other activities 

 You will find a place to do 

your homework. 

 You will find someone to 

exchange information, 

news, or ideas. 

 You will find a safe space. 

http://www.yankton.net/community/article_eda0c21e-6609-11e3-9576-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_eda0c21e-6609-11e3-9576-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_eda0c21e-6609-11e3-9576-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_eda0c21e-6609-11e3-9576-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_eda0c21e-6609-11e3-9576-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_eda0c21e-6609-11e3-9576-0019bb2963f4.html
https://www.nps.gov/alca/learn/historyculture/we-hold-the-rock.htm
https://www.nps.gov/alca/learn/historyculture/we-hold-the-rock.htm
https://www.nps.gov/alca/learn/historyculture/we-hold-the-rock.htm
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Human Services Student Eliza Thomas  

Completes Internship 

Everyone She Worked With 

Said She Really Did Well! 

 “She was willing to stay 

late and probably did more 

than her required hours and 

was very engaged with all 

of the different areas within 

our department.  Everyone 

she worked with said she 

did really well!” wrote The 

Director of the Dakota Ti-

wahe Service Unit, Misty 

Brave- Frazier on Eliza 

Thomas’s Final Internship 

evaluation.  

Eliza met the challenge of a 

rigorous learning plan in 

her five week human ser-

vices internship during 

NICC’s 2016 Summer Ses-

sion.  The Dakota Tiwahe 

Service Unit on the Santee 

Reservation is often 

“stretched to the max” and 

the generosity and time tak-

en to assist Eliza to learn 

about the agency is greatly 

appreciated by NICC In-

ternship Coordinator, Darla 

Korol.   “I can’t thank the 

staff there enough for being 

willing to assist one of our 

students with a professional 

growth learning plan when 

they are so very busy at the 

Unit.”  

Eliza’s learning opportuni-

ties included involvement 

with the ICWA (Indian 

Child Welfare) Specialists, 

the Domestic Violence Ad-

vocates, the Coordinators in 

the General Assistance Pro-

gram and the Family Sup-

port workers. 

Eliza commented:   “I have 

grown in my understanding 

of the professional delivery 

of human services and I am 

grateful for this wonderful 

experience.” 

Congrats Eliza!!!!!!!!! 

 NICC student Eliza Thomas completes 

Human Services Internship at the Dako-

ta Tiwahe Service Unit 

For more information about the 

Dakota Tiwahe Service Unit please 

visit:  

http://santeesiouxnation.net/dtsu

https://mail.thenicc.edu/owa/redir.aspx?REF=DPpDajiNHhRBVZhhjTwIHdZYNczg2hdq37TkKOMxA5K19-yZMafTCAFodHRwOi8vc2FudGVlc2lvdXhuYXRpb24ubmV0L2R0c3UuaHRtbA..
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Ultimate Warriorz Contest 

The Ultimate Warriorz Con-

test was held Saturday, June 

25 during the Santee Pow 

Wow.  The Sacred Horse 

Society, Nebraska Indian 

Community College, and 

the Santee Sioux Nation 

sponsored the event.  

 

Five challenges of riding a 

horse, shooting an arrow 

with a bow, carrying heavy 

weight, building a tipi and 

singing a song composed 

the obstacle course.  All to 

be completed with a partner.  

“The obstacle course repre-

sents all the obstacles there 

are in life,” stated Jim Hal-

lum. 

The winners of the contest 

were Perry Little, Marty, 

S.D. and Dena James, San-

tee.  Cash prizes were 

awarded through fifth place. 

 

“We all have had people in 

our lives who were Ultimate 

Warriors, whether they be 

parents or grandparents, and 

they did these very chal-

lenges in their walks of live, 

and we, the Sunka Wakan 

Okodakiciye Kim or The 

Sacred Horse Society wish 

to provide that way of life 

for our children and our fu-

ture,” Hallum said. 

 

Paul Brill Donates Lifelong Genealogy Project to NICC 

A life time of genealogy 

work was recently donated 

to The Nebraska Indian 

Community College by Mr. 

Paul E. Brill.  Mr. Brill, also 

known by his Omaha name 

I sta’mo ze, has over the last 

sixty years worked to pro-

tect and maintain numerous 

indigenous nations’ sover-

eignty rights, promoted re-

spect and cultural under-

standing between the United 

States Government agencies 

and federally recognized 

tribal nations, and acted as a 

cultural ambassador for in-

ternational visitors introduc-

ing them to Native Ameri-

can leaders, customs, and 

communities to promote 

Native culture in a positive 

light.   His work in Native 

American genealogy has 

been critical in assisting 

several tribes resist pres-

sures of the United States 

assimilate and/or terminate 

their tribal sovereignty 

rights. 

I sta’mo ze had worked for 

the Tribal Operations Divi-

sion of the BIA for two 

years before the opportunity 

to work with the Omaha Na-

tion presented itself.  Paul 

eagerly accepted the oppor-

tunity to go west and work 

with the Omaha Nation, and 

Continued on page 18 
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Paul Brill Continued from page 17 

he would soon develop his 

passion for genealogy dur-

ing this time.  The purpose 

for his transfer west was to 

identify Omaha descendants 

for the final stages of the 

settlement with the United 

States to finally reckon just 

settlement of specific treaty 

requirements in the Treaty 

of 1854, which heretofore 

had not been met, with the 

Omaha Tribe.  This settle-

ment, which finally  came 

in 1963-1964, was in the 

form of an individual finan-

cial settlement with each 

person containing Omaha 

blood.  I sta’ mo ze worked 

with Omaha translators to 

interview tribal elders and 

produce a genealogical rec-

ord of the Omaha Nation to 

identify all descendants en-

titled to the settlement of 

the 1854 Treaty.  During 

this time I sta’ mo ze 

learned to speak Omaha, 

developed lasting friend-

ships, and began a lifelong 

relationship with the tribe.   

The Omaha Tribe of Ne-

braska has been positively 

and significantly impacted 

as a Federally Recognized 

American Indian Nation, 

Tribe, and Government, as 

a direct result of the histori-

cal and genealogical work 

of Mr. Brill.  His exhaus-

tive, detailed, and signifi-

cant work on behalf of the 

Omaha Nation, Restored 

and Strengthened the Sover-

eignty of the Omaha Tribe 

of Nebraska by finding and 

determining Omaha blood 

quantum, per federal policy, 

of Omaha Tribal members 

who may otherwise have 

been precluded from Omaha 

Tribal citizenship had he not 

done so.   

After completion of the 

work for the Tribal Opera-

tions Division and reloca-

tion for work on other tribal 

projects, I sta’ mo ze contin-

ued his relationship with the 

Omaha Nation.  The passion 

he had developed for gene-

alogy working with the 

Omaha Nation continued 

until the present day.  In 

2004 it was estimated that I 

sta’ mo ze had spent over 

25,000 hours of his personal 

time tracing Omaha Nation 

lineages.  He continued to 

update the records he had 

submitted in the 1960s and 

continued to provide re-

search assistance and family 

trees to tribal members upon 

request at no cost over the 

next 50 years.  He continued 

his work until the spring of 

2016 when he and his fami-

ly decided to donate his 

work to the Nebraska Indian 

Community College to be 

an educational resource for 

the Omaha people. 

 I sta’ mo ze was adopted 

formally by the Omaha 

Tribal Government by for-

mal action on September 21, 

1989.  Section II of the 

council resolution 88-64 

officially adopting Paul E. 

Brill as a tribal member il-

lustrates the strong relation-

ship between Paul and the 

Omaha Nation.  “Whereas, 

Paul E. Brill (I sta’ mo ze) 

has been associated with the 

Omaha people in a very per-

sonal relationship, during 

which he has never de-

meaned our culture which 

includes ways uniquely dif-

ferent from that of most 

Americans.  Rather, he has 

learned much of our lan-

guage, spoken always in our 

best interests, counseled 

with us, danced with us, ate 

with us, and laughed with us 

and at him-self.   Unlike 

most, he wanted nothing 

from us except our friend-

ship and trust, and because 

of the way he has treated us 

from the beginning, the 

Omaha people have given 

him both.  We are happy to 

call him friend forever.”  I 

sta’ mo ze will be returning 

to Macy for the 2016 pow-

wow to visit friends and 

family.  
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In December of 2014, the In-

troduction to Psychology Class 

at NICC petitioned the authors 

of the Psychology – A Journey, 

5th edition textbook to remove 

misinformation about Sioux 

Sweats. 

 

One of the textbook authors, 

Dr. John O. Mitterer, accepted 

the petition.  The student peti-

tion was successful and the 

misinformation was removed.   

This success was shared in the 

spring 2015 edition of the 

Tribal College Journal.   Dr. 

Mitterer, Wynema Morris and 

Darla Korol continued to en-

gage in a year-long dialog spe-

cific to other American Indian 

content in the text. 

 

In preparing for the upcoming 

6th edition of the text, Dr. Mit-

terer wanted to credit the stu-

dents at NICC in an acknowl-

edgement. 

 

 

 

Petition Signers: 

The signers of the petition 

were:  Santee Campus:  Bri-

anna Bickerstaff, David Hen-

ry, LeAnn Red Owl, Miranda 

Sheridan, Eliza Thomas and 

Bianca White, Wyatt Thomas 

and James Hallum.  Macy 

Campus:  James Lasley, Alice 

Saunsoci and Wynema Mor-

ris. SSC Campus:  Ceara 

Henry, Mercedes Sandoval 

and Darla Korol. 

 

First to petition and first to 

receive acknowledgement: 

“I believe this is the first time 

that a psychology professor 

and text book company have 

responded to the concerns of 

tribal college students,” ex-

plained Darla Korol. “NICC 

has sent an example for oth-

er tribal college students to 

respectfully challenge mis-

information about their spir-

itual and cultural practices 

in their textbooks.   Dr. Mit-

terer had an open mind, and 

an open heart.   That he has 

acknowledged NICC in the 

new, 6th edition, of this 

widely used textbook is a 

great honor and again -- I 

believe – NICC is the first 

tribal college to receive such 

an acknowledgement.” 

To read details of the petition, 

please see the May 2015 NICC 

Newsletter 

 

NICC Students Acknowledged in the 6th Edition 

of Psychology Text Book 

On May 30th, Dr. Mitterer 

sent an email presenting the 

following: 

New Edition Textbook 

Acknowledgement 

“We offer a special thank you to the students at the Ne-

braska Indian Community College taking “Introduction 

to Psychology in 2015 for triggering a deep conversation 

about the portrayal of American Indians in introductory 

psychology textbooks. Further conversations with NICC 

faculty members Darla Korol (MSW, Human Services 

Division Head) and Wynema Morris (Omaha Tribal 

Member, Omaha Tribal Independent Scholar, Professor 

of Native American Studies) led to several improvements 

to this new edition, and in particular a new section on 

American Indian parenting, reflecting their profound in-

sights and wisdom.” 
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Visitors to NICC Receive Help in Finding 

Information About Their Dakota 38 

Ancestor 

On June 30, two visitors to 

the Santee Campus found 

information and assistance 

in their search for genealog-

ical information about an 

ancestor. 

Greeted by Leland Henke 

and Doris Rohrer, the visi-

tors  viewed the art work 

and cultural knowledge 

boards at that NICC campus 

site, stopping to read the 

names on the Dakota 38 + 2 

culture board by Darla 

Korol. 

“They found the name of an 

ancestor” explained Doris, 

“and took pictures of the 

name display and the 

board.”   Doris then intro-

duced them to Santee Cam-

pus Librarian, Wanda Hen-

ke, for further assistance. 

Wanda referred them to the 

Santee Sioux Nation Muse-

um.  She knew the museum 

had genealogy records on 

Santee Dakota people. 

“I am so grateful that this 

opportunity occurred for 

these visitors to see their 

ancestor’s name on one of 

our culture boards at NICC” 

Darla shared.    “Much pray-

er went into that board with 

hopes it would be a continu-

al honoring and blessing.   

When Doris shared with me 

that this couple was able to 

identify an ancestor from 

that display and then get 

further assistance from 

Wanda – that is an answer 

to my prayers.”   Darla 

Korol 

This culture board is ti-

tled:   Honoring in Silver.   

 It was an attempt to redress 

the Mankato Hanging Silver 

Souvenir Spoon.  The use of 

the color silver for this 

board is to honor the Dako-

ta Warriors hung by Presi-

dent Lincoln in December 

of 1862.    The silver bells 

are for the death song the 

men sang before they were 

hung.   The silver glitter is 

to symbolize the spirit 

world they returned to.   

The red horse is to recog-
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NICC Visitors Looking for Information on 

Relative  Continued from page 20 

nize those who have partici-

pated in the Memorial Ride 

since 2008.  (In 1902, forty 

years after the hanging, a 

brewing company in the 

state of Minnesota issued an 

engraved beer tray to cele-

brate the hanging.   The 

same image was used for a 

commemorative silver 

spoon celebrating the hang-

ing.) 

 

 

Names of 38 plus 2 
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NICC Student’s Article Appeared  

in Fall 2016 Tribal College Journal  
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“A picture can tell a thousand words, 
but a few words can change it’s story.”  
― Sebastyne Young  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4489284.Sebastyne_Young

